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A university announces a $20 million investment in
artificial intelligence research. Another receives a major
grant to expand biomedical engineering. A third opens a
new interdisciplinary institute focused on climate science.

For high school students interested in these fields, the
announcements raise an obvious question: Could this
funding change their chances of getting admitted?

The answer is more complicated than university headlines
suggest. Research grants can expand laboratories,
purchase equipment, support faculty projects, and create
opportunities for undergraduate researchers. But a new
grant does not automatically mean that a university will
admit more computer science, biology, or engineering
students. Research budgets and undergraduate admissions
decisions are related parts of university operations, not
interchangeable processes.

For applicants, the more useful strategy is to understand
what a funding announcement actually changes,
investigate whether those changes affect undergraduate
education, and use that information to identify meaningful
academic opportunities.

Research funding can help reveal where a university is
investing its academic resources. It cannot, by itself, reveal
which applicants the university intends to admit.
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1. WHAT A MAJOR RESEARCH GRANT ACTUALLY
FUNDS

University research grants typically support defined
projects, personnel, equipment, facilities, or other costs
permitted by the award. The precise uses depend on the
funding agency, award terms, and project budget.

For example, a grant might help a biomedical engineering
laboratory develop a new imaging technique. Funding
could support specialized equipment, research staff, data
collection, or collaboration among several research groups.
Another award might support an artificial intelligence
project that requires computing resources and researchers
with expertise in different disciplines.

These investments can influence the academic
environment students encounter after enrolling. A funded
project may create new research questions, introduce
equipment that undergraduates can learn to use, or
support a structured program that allows students to
participate in ongoing work.

The National Science Foundation explicitly supports
undergraduate participation in research through its
Research Experiences for Undergraduates program. The
program funds research sites and supplements that enable
undergraduates to participate in projects across NSF-
supported fields. Some opportunities are designed
specifically for undergraduate researchers, while others
add undergraduate participation to existing research
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projects.

That is a concrete connection between research funding
and undergraduate education.

However, not every research grant includes undergraduate
positions. Some awards primarily support faculty research,
graduate researchers, specialized facilities, or work that is
not designed for undergraduate participation. Students
should therefore examine the grant's stated objectives and
the university's accompanying plans rather than assume
that a large award automatically creates student
opportunities.

2. DOES RESEARCH FUNDING CHANGE
UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS TARGETS?

This is where the distinction matters most.

Universities make admissions decisions according to their
institutional structures, enrollment plans, academic
programs, available spaces, and stated review criteria. A
research award may influence a department's resources
without changing any of those admissions arrangements.

There are circumstances in which academic capacity and
admissions decisions intersect. A university may admit
students directly to particular colleges or majors, and
some programs have limited capacity. The University of
Texas at Austin, for example, states that its holistic review
considers the competitiveness of the major to which an
applicant applies. Its official review and decision process
explains that applications are evaluated in relation to the
university and the relevant college, school, and major.

Cornell offers another example of program-specific
admission. Applicants to its College of Agriculture and Life
Sciences apply directly to one of the college's majors, while
its College of Arts and Sciences allows students to explore
their academic interests before declaring a major. Cornell
explains these differences in its first-year CALS application
guidance and Arts and Sciences application guidance.

These policies demonstrate that intended major and
program structure can matter at some institutions. They
do not establish that research grants dictate admissions
targets.

A new grant could coincide with a department expanding
its academic programs, hiring faculty, or planning
additional undergraduate research opportunities. But the
grant itself does not prove that the university will increase
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the number of students admitted to that field. The
department might have received funding for graduate-
level research, a specialized facility, or a project that
requires relatively few researchers.

Applicants should look for explicit evidence of an
enrollment change, a new undergraduate program,
additional instructional capacity, or a published
admissions-policy change before drawing conclusions
about admissions.

3. WHY UNIVERSITY RESEARCH
ANNOUNCEMENTS ARE STILL WORTH READING
If a grant announcement cannot reliably predict
admissions chances, why should applicants pay attention
to it?

Because it can help them investigate what a university is
building academically.

A research announcement may identify a new institute,
describe a collaboration between departments, explain a
scientific problem the university intends to investigate, or
introduce a new facility. Those details can help students
discover opportunities that are more specific than a
general statement about wanting to study engineering,
biology, or computer science.

Imagine a student interested in artificial intelligence and
medical diagnosis. A university announces funding for
research that combines machine learning with biomedical
imaging. The student can investigate the project further:

WHICH DEPARTMENTS AND RESEARCH GROUPS
ARE INVOLVED?

Is the initiative primarily a graduate research enterprise,
or does it include undergraduate participation?

Are there undergraduate research programs connected to
the relevant departments?

Can first-year students participate, or are opportunities
restricted to advanced students?

Does the university offer courses that would prepare the
student to contribute to this type of work?

These questions turn a press release into a research
starting point.

The distinction is important. A funding announcement can
help a student discover the university's developing
academic strengths. It does not establish that the student
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will be able to join the specific project, that the project will
accept undergraduates, or that applying to the related
major will improve admission odds.

4. LOOK FOR EVIDENCE OF UNDERGRADUATE
ACCESS, NOT JUST BIG NUMBERS

The size of a research grant can attract attention, but the
amount of funding is not the most useful measure of an
undergraduate's likely experience.

A large award may support a sophisticated research center
that primarily employs postdoctoral researchers and
graduate students. A smaller award may fund a structured
undergraduate research program with defined
opportunities for students.

The National Science Foundation's undergraduate funding
resources describe several ways undergraduates can
participate in research, including dedicated research
experiences and projects that incorporate undergraduate
employees into a broader research budget.

Applicants should investigate four practical indicators.

Undergraduate research programs. Does the university
offer a formal program that connects undergraduates with
faculty research? Are first-year students eligible, or must
students complete prerequisite coursework first?

Published participation requirements. Does the relevant
laboratory or program explain how students are selected,
what preparation is expected, and whether positions are
paid, credit-bearing, or volunteer-based?

Curricular connections. Does the department offer
introductory courses, project-based classes, research
seminars, or capstone experiences that help students
develop the necessary skills?

Evidence of sustained support. Is the research initiative
accompanied by a continuing undergraduate program,
new courses, or a published plan for student involvement?
Or is the announcement limited to a specific research
project?

These details provide a more realistic picture of the

opportunities available than the grant amount alone.

Students should also recognize that access is not
guaranteed. Even when a university supports extensive
research, individual laboratories may have limited
openings, prerequisites, or selection procedures. The
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existence of a research center is evidence of an

institutional resource—not a promise of admission or
participation.

5. HOW TO CONNECT RESEARCH NEWS TO A
COLLEGE APPLICATION

Research announcements can help students make more
informed college choices, but they should not become a
substitute for authentic academic exploration.

A student who sees a university announce a new artificial
intelligence institute should not immediately rewrite an
essay to claim a lifelong commitment to Al Instead, the
student should investigate the research questions involved
and determine whether they connect to interests the
student already has.

For example, a student interested in computer science
might discover that a university's new initiative focuses on
Al for medical imaging. That discovery could lead to
questions about how machine-learning models interpret
images, how researchers evaluate errors, or how
computational tools are integrated into clinical practice.

If those questions genuinely interest the student, the
announcement can help them identify relevant courses,
departments, and research opportunities. The student can
then explain how the university's academic resources
connect to their existing interests and what they hope to
learn.

The strongest college-specific research usually goes
beyond naming a well-funded institute. It demonstrates
that the applicant understands what the institution offers
and why those opportunities matter to their own
intellectual development.

Students should also verify that the initiative is active, that
the relevant academic offerings are available to
undergraduates, and that any professors or programs they
mention are connected to the work described. A research
center's existence does not mean every undergraduate can
access it.

6. A PRACTICAL METHOD FOR INVESTIGATING A
UNIVERSITY'S RESEARCH INVESTMENTS

Families can use a simple five-step process to evaluate
whether a research announcement matters to an

applicant.
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Read the original announcement. Identify the funding
source, the research objective, the participating
departments, and the stated duration of the award.
Distinguish the grant amount from the total budget of a
larger initiative.

Check what the money supports. Look for descriptions of
faculty research, equipment, staffing, graduate education,
undergraduate participation, or new academic programs.
Do not infer undergraduate benefits that the university has
not described.

Investigate admissions structure separately. Consult the
official admissions website to determine whether
applicants are admitted to the university, an
undergraduate college, a school, or a particular major.
Check whether the intended major affects admission and
whether the institution publishes relevant capacity or
policy information.

Find the undergraduate pathway. Look for research
programs, course sequences, eligibility requirements,
application procedures, and examples of undergraduate
participation. If the information is unclear, contact the
department or undergraduate research office.

Decide whether the opportunity fits the student. Consider
whether the research connects to the student's
demonstrated interests, whether the necessary academic
preparation is available, and whether the opportunity is
realistic for an undergraduate.

The result should be a more informed assessment of
academic fit—not a prediction that a newly funded
department will admit more applicants.

HOW SCHOLAR COACH HELPS FAMILIES
RESEARCH UNIVERSITY PROGRAMS
STRATEGICALLY

Scholar Coach helps students turn university research and
program information into an informed college-selection
strategy without relying on speculation about admissions
quotas.
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Identify the student's genuine academic interests. We

clarify the questions, subjects, and methods that motivate
the student, then use those interests to guide research
into relevant university programs.

Investigate institutional research initiatives. We review
university announcements and official program pages to
identify research areas, interdisciplinary initiatives, and
new academic resources that may be relevant to the
student.

Verify undergraduate access. We distinguish research
intended primarily for faculty or graduate students from
programs that explicitly offer undergraduate participation,
checking eligibility requirements and application
procedures.

Review the admissions structure. We examine whether
the university admits applicants by institution, school,
college, or major, and identify official evidence about
major-specific review or enrollment constraints.

Connect verified opportunities to the application. We
help students explain why particular courses, programs, or
research areas fit their interests, using accurate details
rather than simply repeating university marketing
language.

The goal is to help families understand both the academic
opportunities a university is developing and the
admissions process through which students enter it.

A major research grant can reveal where a university is
investing in discovery. The applicant's task is to determine
whether that investment creates a meaningful academic
opportunity—and whether the university's actual
admissions structure makes the chosen pathway
appropriate.

SOURCES AND FURTHER READING

National Science Foundation — Research Experiences for Undergraduates
National Science Foundation — Information for Undergraduates

University of Texas at Austin — Review and Decision Process

Cornell University — First-Year CALS Applicants

Cornell University — First-Year Arts and Sciences Applicants

BOOK NOW -

caLL (862)754-3562

© 2026 Scholar Coach, Inc. All rights reserved. Copying or reproducing strictly prohibited.


https://www.scholarcoachinc.com/#book
https://www.scholarcoachinc.com/#book
https://www.scholarcoachinc.com/
tel:+18627543562

