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Public Forum Crossfire: 12 Drills.

Crossfire is where debaters sound sharp or lost. These drills and question types let a student

and a parent, sibling or teammate practice at the kitchen table in ten-minute sessions.

Crossfire basics
Crossfire is a short period (typically 3 minutes) where debaters ask each other questions directly. Under the NSDA
rules the first question in a crossfire must come from the debater who spoke first (in grand crossfire, the first
summary speaker). After that, formats differ: the NSDA event page describes alternating questions, while its
tournament manual lets either debater ask or answer. In grand crossfire all four debaters take part. Always confirm
local conventions with the judge.

A judge may not write down everything said in crossfire, but they hear it, and strong exchanges shape how they
view each side. The speeches that follow are where you cash in what you won.

Six question types

TYPE PURPOSE EXAMPLE  STEM

Clarify Understand their claim Can you restate your second contention in one sentence?

Source Check evidence Who wrote that, and what year?

Link Test the cause and effect How exactly does step A lead to step B?

Scope Find limits Does that apply to every group or just some?

Trap Set up a point Do you agree X is true? Then how does that fit with your claim?

Weighing Compare importance Which impact is bigger, yours or ours, and why?

The 12 drills

1 Ten questions in sixty seconds. Partner reads a short case. Student writes ten possible questions in one
minute.

2 Under fifteen words. Ask any question and count the words on fingers. Shorten until it fits.

3 One-sentence answers. Partner asks anything; student answers in one sentence, then stops. Practice not
rambling.

4 The pause. Before answering, take a calm one-second breath. Builds confidence and prevents rushed
mistakes.

5 Clarify, then challenge. Ask one clarifying question, then one that tests a weak point.

6 Source check. Practice asking for author and year, then asking whether the evidence says exactly what the
speaker claims.

7 Link ladder. Pick any argument. Ask 'and then what happens?' until the chain breaks or reaches the impact.WE B www.scholarcoachinc.com FREE  FROM  SCHOLAR  COACH CA L L (862) 754-3562

Short questions. Aim for under 15 words.◆

Face the judge or the opponent, never read from notes.◆

Be polite and firm. Never interrupt rudely, but do not let long answers eat the time.◆

Use answers later: 'In crossfire, they said...'◆
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8 Yes or no trap. Write two yes/no questions that lock in an admission. Practice staying calm if the answer is 'it
depends.'

9 Follow up. Ask a question, listen to the answer, and ask a follow-up using one of their own words.

10 Defend without defending. Answer a hard question by calmly restating your point and moving on instead of
arguing.

11 Mock grand crossfire. Four people, three minutes. Count how many turns each person gets. Aim for balance.

12 Replay. Record a crossfire on a phone. Listen for filler words, long questions and missed follow-ups.

Common mistakes and fixes

MISTAKE FIX

Asking questions that start a speech Cut the lead-in. Ask only the question.

Not listening to answers Write one key word from each answer.

Arguing instead of asking Save arguments for speeches. Ask 'why?' and 'how?'

Talking over partners in grand crossfire Agree on who leads; the other jumps in only after a pause.

Forgetting to use crossfire in speeches Mark a star by the best moment. Mention it in the next speech.

Parent tip

You do not need debate knowledge to run these. Play the opponent, ask 'why?', and notice if answers are

clear. Want a plan built around your debater? Book a free consultation at the link below.

Built from public guidance: NSDA Public Forum Debate event page (speechanddebate.org) · NSDA District Tournament Manual PF rules (as posted by
Oregon School Activities Association) · Wikipedia: Public forum debate. Rules change by league and tournament, so always confirm against your

tournament invitation and current league rules.

NOTES

Want a plan built around your debater?
Book a free consultation. The short intake takes about a minute and opens right away.

BOOK  NOW  →
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